
  

Visit to the Zoo of Burrs
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In my puzzle collection, there is a whole zoo of 
burrs: 18 pieces burrs ...



  

In my puzzle collection, there is a whole zoo of 
burrs: 18 pieces burrs and 12 pieces burrs ...



  

In my puzzle collection, there is a whole zoo of 
burrs: 18 pieces burrs and 12 pieces burrs, and 
6 piece burrs ….



  

In my puzzle collection, there is a whole zoo of 
burrs: 18 pieces burrs and 12 pieces burrs, and 
6 piece burrs ….

Want to see more of these??

What's so special about them?



  

Let us take a look inside one of them

18 burr sticks



  

Let us take a look inside one of them

18 burr sticks
+ 1 Gorilla piece !



  

Visit to the Zoo of Burrs
● Contains puzzles that look like regular burrs from the outside, but 

contain some extra pieces inside.

● Can be animal pieces, but we also allow others.

● Quick History:

– Started with Free the Monkeys in June 2013

– Save the Gorilla (previous slide) in July 2013

– Collecting them in a "Zoo Group" page on my web site on 5.3.2014

– Exactly 10 years later, there are now 49 puzzles on that page

– Still new puzzles are designed and released by various designers



  

Presentation of the Zoo Inhabitants
● Picture of the whole puzzle

● Picture of the special pieces

● Number of pieces and 
additional pieces

● Level: Number of linear 
moves to disassemble for the 
first few pieces (Burr-Tools!)

● Designer: see web site

Example:

Save the Gorilla
18+1, L: 19.9.15



  

Free the Monkeys
18+2, L: 10.2.14.7

Save the Gorilla
18+1, L: 19.9.15

Beware of the Snake
12+1(+1), L: 40.13

Camelride
12+1, L: 16.8.9

11
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Devil's Pet 1
18+1, L: 33.13.8

Devil's Pet 2
18+1, L: 17.9.2.10

Devil's Pet 3
18+1, L: 38.14.13.14

Devil's Pet 4
18+1, L: 43.8.13.8.5.10
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Alligator
6+1, L: 12

Beware of the Dogs 
12+3, L: 23

Rhinoceros
12+1, L: 31.6

Dog Catcher
13+3, L: 34.2.8
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Aracna
12+1, L: 13

Fly Trap
12+3, 
L: 22.2.11

Blue Beetle
18+1, L: 16

Spidernest
18+2, 
L: 21.18.11.16

Fly Trap 2
18+4, L: 15

Blue Beetle 2
12+1, L: 38.6
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Hippo
12+1, 
L: 7.8.8.3.24

Spider Web
18+1, L: 26

Turtle
12+1, L: 27.7

Moose
12+1, L: 25.18

Giraburr
6+1, 
L:25.12.10
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Waltzing Whales
12+2, L: 20

Lion King 2
12+1, L: 26

Dino
16+1, L: 20.6

Crocs
18+2, L: 19

Dino 2
14+1, L: 11
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The Devil and His Pet
12+2, L: 19

Adam and Eve in 
Paradise 12+2, L: 18

Gobi
12+2, L: 31.9

Atacama
12+2, L: 29.17
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Treasure Quest
16+3(+2), L: 19

Dragon's Cave
9+1, L: 58

Sphinx
12+1, 
L: 15.10.14

Dracula
6+1(+1), L: 13

Dracula 2
6+1(+1), L: 10
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Boo Burr
12+2, 
L: 4.17

Bad Hare Day
12+2, 
L: 12.7

Hippo Puzzle
12+1, 
L: 7.8.8.3.24

Elephant Puzzle
12+1, 
L: 16.9.3.9

Iceburrg
12+1, L: 19.7.7

Hog Wild Puzzle
12+1, L:9.14

Frogurr
12+1, 
L: 12.15.10.
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Gumball 3K
18+2, L: 12.11.15

Dozer 
12+1, L: 26.2.1.1.11

Dragster
12+1, L: 28
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Matryoshka Burr
18+4, L: 16.3

Casino 2
18+2, L: 12.18.10
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Lange Wapper Casino with 4 micro puzzles inside: 
Burr-in-a-cube L: 4.6, 
Vanity Box L: 23.8, 
La Mente L: 11.12.13, 
Chateau d'If L: 24,

all 4 are boxed 6 pieces burrs, optional: 4 wood cubes



  

Some Observations in the Zoo
● Various types of inside pieces and also enclosing burr layouts
● Level ranging from 4 to 58
● Mostly 18 pieces burrs and 12 pieces burrs
● 12 pieces burrs have a larger space inside.
● In some cases, the extra pieces move during the solution, also gravity 

assisted. For others they are firmly locked in place and give the puzzle more 
stability.

● Other Zoo Burrs exist, also to be found on Ishino's site (PWBP)
● Burrs with hidden burr sticks exist as well, but are not included here.



  

Animations of some Zoo Burrs
Erwin Bonsma created nice burr animations, among 
them some of zoo burrs:

● Gumball 3K: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ExHOFH7lnOo

● Gobi:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGdvU1hjEUA  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ExHOFH7lnOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGdvU1hjEUA


  

Visit the Zoo Burr Web Site
https://puzzles.schwandtner.info/ 

Thank you for attending my talk!

https://puzzles.schwandtner.info/

